Parking–
only between the
church parking signs

These are the current "open" hours
of Adoration where we need an
adorer. Please let me know if you
can cover one of these hours either
temporarily or regularly.
dorationboston.com

Fr. Timothy Gallagher’s 2017
Weekend Seminar - January 21 & 22
Daily Prayer of Discernment
The Examen Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola
Questions/registration omvusa@gmail.com
617.266.5999 x130
The Great Adventure Catholic Bible Study Program Front Room
MAR 8, 15, 22, 29
APR 5, 12, 19, 26

Meetings. not at
St Clement will be held
at the Pavement Cafe

7 to 8P Discussion – 8 to 9P Jeff Cavins video lectures. 3

A Group For Discerning Women

Kiosk Giving

Use any credit
card at the giving kiosk in the
vestibule.
Text Giving Text the word
SHRINE to 617-209-2779,
leave a space and then the
dollar amount.
SecureGive App Download
the App through your
smartphone or tablet. (iTunes
app store or Google play store)
Online Giving
Visit the St. Clements website
at www.stclementshrine.org

The Giving Tree
Thank you for your generous donation of $1,285 dollars in
gift cards for the St Francis House, Child Witness to
Violence program and the Archdiocese Pregnancy Help
Office Services. God bless you!
Spiritual Thought
The angel Gabriel gave word to Mary that she was going to be the mother of God.
Mary tells him that she is the handmaid. Then, the last line: “the angel departed.”
Does that strike you as odd? I would think that the angel needs to explain about some
of the events that are about to take place. Don’t you think the angel would want to
give Mary pertinent information on what is about to happen? Maybe a follow-up, or a
conference call. Now if I where the angel, I would tell her, “The child will be born outside of
Bethlehem, smack-dab in the middle of a shepherd’s field. You may think this odd to have the savior
of the world born in a make-shift cave with domestic animals, but don’t worry about it. Two
thousand years from now it will make a great story and provide a beautiful scene for a Christmas
card. Then, Herod is going to find out that your son is the King of Israel. and he will send his soldiers
to have Him killed. I may have to get back to you on that one. You need to remember that when
Jesus is twelve, He will want to stay in Jerusalem in His Father’s house. However, He can’t stay
there. You will need to get Him away as it is too dangerous once they discover who He is. Otherwise,
Jesus will not make it to His fourteenth birthday. And when He stands before Pilate in judgement,
Pilate is going to look for any reason to let Him go. He knows the charges have been trumped up.
You may see an opportunity to save your son’s life, but you must not intervene.” It is amazing that
Mary needed no instructions to know what to do. How? Emmanuel, God is with her.
When I first started to learn how to fly fish I met a good fly-fisherman and he kindly invited me to
fish with him and his friend. The three of us fished together all morning, and they gave me great
advice that I still use. When we went to lunch, I sat in front of them. Their friendship and respect
conjured up some curiosity in me. “How long have you been fishing together?” The first friend said
they knew each other many years ago. “When my wife got Alzheimer’s at a very early age, I took
early retirement to take care of her. I was a schoolteacher. I gave up my job, my career, my
pension and contact with my friends. One day I lost my wife.” He continued, “Peter, I was so
heartbroken. She was all I had. I turned to drink.”
The second friend then said, “I had not seen or heard from him in seventeen years. I got a thought
to call him. Why should I call? All these years and never a card or a call, why? When I did, it was a
week after he buried his wife. I found him in despair. I said, ‘We are going fishing.’ We have been
best friends ever since.”
When I first sat down to lunch with them, I thought that they were just two ordinary guys who liked
to fly fish. I didn’t know they were both unsung heroes: One who gave up everything to care for his
wife, the other saved the husband. What does this mean? It means that anyone of us can do
extraordinary things.
This is our New Year’s thought: No matter how ordinary we may be, we can still do great things.
Mary wrote a Magnificat. In it she said that all generations would call her blessed. How is that
possible? How did a young girl that grew up in an insignificant town that is never mention by any of
the prophets, with no family credentials, have such an important role in salvation history? A nobody
is now magnified in greatness. How does this happen? Mary explains in her hymn: Ordinary people
can achieve greatness – nothing is impossible.

