Parking–
only between the
church parking signs

For all who have reached their 14th year Abstinence from
meat is obligatory on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday & all Fridays in Lent.

For all who have completed their 18th year and have not yet reached
their 60th year Fasting is obligatory on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Fasting allows a person to eat one full meal. If necessary to maintain strength
according to one’s needs two smaller meals may be taken, not to equal one full meal.
Eating between meals is not permitted.

Fr. Peter’s Friday Night Stations of the Cross 7:00pm – 8:00pm
Each Friday we will offer an evening of reconciliation and prayer.
We hope that you will join us for one or for all Friday’s during Lent.

Confessions during Lent: Wednesday 6:30P–8:00P “The Lights Are On For You”
You are Invited to come and experience Christ’s Healing & Saving Love
In lieu of Monday Night, on all Wednesdays in Lent from 6:308:00pm, St. Clements will be offering confessions, together with
all the Catholic parishes & chapels in the Boston Archdiocese.
This outreach is called The Light is On For You, and is an effort to
highlight the importance of the sacrament of confession in the
life of Catholics and to make it as easy as possible for every
Catholic to come or to return to this great source of God’s
Mercy and healing Love.

The Great Adventure Catholic Bible Study Program Front Room
Meetings. not at
Wednesdays:
St Clement will be held
MAR 8, 15, 22, 29 APR 5, 12, 19, 26

at the Pavement Cafe

7 to 8P Discussion – 8 to 9P Jeff Cavins video lectures.

Kiosk Giving

Use any credit
card at the giving kiosk in the
vestibule.
Text Giving Text the word
SHRINE to 617-209-2779,
leave a space and then the
dollar amount.
SecureGive App Download
the App through your
smartphone or tablet. (iTunes
app store or Google play store)
Online Giving
Visit the St. Clements website
at www.stclementshrine.org

These are the most needed hours.

Spiritual Thought
Jesus said we should not worry about what we are to eat and what we are to wear or worry about our
lives. This is my question: Who in the Bible is the poster boy for anxiety? The man who fell among
robbers who stripped him, beat and left half-dead in a gutter. If anyone had a right to worry it would
be this person Jesus tells us that two priests pass by without giving the man assistance. They didn’t help because of
their employment obligations. If they touched his blood or a corpse they would be ritually unclean not be able to
serve in the temple. Only after sacrificing a red heifer would they get their purity back. If a priest and Levite are not
able to help you, then you are in really big trouble. Should the man worry? No. Is God going to leave Heaven and
come down to help the man? No, He doesn’t have too. God has a partner: the Good Samaritan. As long as God has
partners no one will ever have to worry again.
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus stopped near Jericho to give sight to a blind beggar. That was a nice thing to do, but
here is the problem. Jesus took away the man’s sole source of income. He no longer has a reason to beg. He has no
education, job training or skills. The man sees today what about tomorrow? Should he be worried? No. As Jesus is
about to enter the city there is a large crowd and He sees a rich man in a sycamore tree. Jesus tells him that He will
have dinner with him. Overjoyed, the man tells him that he will give half his wealth to the poor. Then Jesus says,
“Salvation has come to this house.” How? Jesus now has a partner. The man who was formerly blind does not have to
worry about what he is going to eat or wear. Jesus has a partner who will take care of the poor.
When my oldest brother turned sixteen, he went to work with my father. When he got home that afternoon his tshirt was soaked with his sweat and he had smudges of tar on his face. I asked him, “What happened to you?” He said,
“Roof job.” That is what he said, but I knew what he was thinking, “I’m not doing this for a living.” He went to college,
and he now works in a cushy office designing memory chips for computers. When my younger brother turned sixteen
he went to work for my father. When he came home after the first day of work I asked him, “What happened to you?”
He said, “Roof job.” Today he has a doctorate in chemistry. When I turned sixteen, I went to work for my father. We
both got up at 5:30 and put on heavy work shoes. At 7:00 am, we pull a forty-foot ladder off the roof racks of the
truck. At 7:15, we walk up the ladder with an eighty-pound bundle of roof shingles. At 4:00 pm, we fall asleep on lazyboy chairs in the living room. So that is why Dad always took naps after work. At 7:00 pm, we fish for striped bass in
the canal. So that is why Dad likes to fish. When I went to work for Dad, he got a work partner and I got a new best
friend.
Let me tell you about the best fishing day in my life. Dad and I went to a trout pond one early spring day and there
was a hatch. Let me tell you about a hatch. Once in an about twenty years, a fisherman will go to a pond and there
will be a great hatch. Bugs crawl out from rocks and vegetation and float to the surface of the pond. If they make it,
they fly away. The fish haven’t eaten all winter so they go into feeding frenzy. It was fishing paradise. Usually, I am
fairly articulate but when it comes to this story I am just at a loss of words: “I mean like, it was great, you know, it was
great.” I had just released another fish and looked over my shoulder and saw Dad walking to the truck. When I got to
the truck, he had his waders off and his fly rod was put away, I said, “Dad, you can’t leave now. This only happens
once in a fisherman’s life; you have to stay a little longer.” Dad said, “They bring your mother her food at five-o’clock.
I want to make sure I am there to help her eat. Now you get back out there and fish.” I remember standing on the
shoreline watching as the truck drove away. That is when God talked to me, “Peter, I got a request today in the
nursing home. An unsung hero there requested a visit and I intend to fulfill that request. I am sending the best person
I can find to make her day.
Christ in the Gospel said that we are not to worry about what we are going to wear or what we are going to eat. God
is not going to come down to feed and clothe us. God has great partners. You are the one who will wake up one
morning, and say, “God, today, You and I are going to something great today, these are Your hands, these are Your
feet, this is Your mouth.” You are God’s partner. Never forget that.

