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A SCRIPTURAL ROSARY 
The following Scripture passages may be read at the 

beginning of each decade of the Rosary to assist with 

meditating on the mysteries. The text is from the Revised 

Edition of the New American Bible and corresponds to 

the Lectionary readings of Mass. 

 

THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES  

(Mondays and Saturdays; Sundays during Advent) 
 

1. The Annunciation 

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man 

named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s 

name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” Then the angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. Behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.  

(Luke 1:26-28, 30-31) 

 

2. The Visitation 

During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill 

country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered 

the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her 

womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, cried out 

in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how 

does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord 

should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your 

greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped 

for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was 

spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  

(Luke 1:39-45) 

 

3. The Nativity 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 

that the whole world should be enrolled. And Joseph too 
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went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to 

Judea, to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and family of David, to be 

enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

While they were there, the time came for her to have her 

child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger.  

(Luke 2:1, 4-7) 

 

4. The Presentation 

When the days were completed for their purification 

according to the law of Moses, they took him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. Now there was a 

man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man 

was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of 

Israel, and the holy Spirit was upon him. He came in the 

Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in 

the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard 

to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, 

saying: 

   “Now, Master, you may let your servant go 

   in peace, according to your word, 

   for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

   which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, 

   a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

   and glory for your people Israel.” 

(Luke 2: 22, 25, 27-32) 

 

5. The Discovery of Jesus in the Temple 

Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of 

Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went 

up according to festival custom. After they had 

completed its days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 

remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 

know it. After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them and 

asking them questions, and all who heard him were 

astounded at his understanding and his answers. When 

his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his 
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mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this to us? 

Your father and I have been looking for you with great 

anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you looking 

for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s 

house?”  

(Luke 2:41-42, 46-49) 

 

 

THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES  
(Thursdays) 

 

1. The Baptism in the Jordan 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptized in the Jordan by John. On coming up out of 

the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the 

Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice 

came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased.”  

(Mark 1:9-11) 

 

2. The Wedding at Cana of Galilee 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, 

and the mother of Jesus was there. His mother said to the 

servers, “Do whatever he tells you.” Now there were six 

stone water jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings, 

each holding twenty to thirty gallons. Jesus told them, 

“Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 

Then he told them, “Draw some out now and take it to 

the headwaiter.” So they took it. And when the 

headwaiter tasted the water that had become wine, he 

called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves 

good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely, 

an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until 

now.” Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana 

in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples 

began to believe in him.  

(John 2:1, 5-11) 

 

3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God and Call 

to Repentance 
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Jesus left Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by the 

sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what had 

been said through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled: 

   “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 

   the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, 

   Galilee of the Gentiles, 

   the people who sit in darkness 

   have seen a great light, 

   on those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death 

   light has arisen.” 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

(Matthew 3:13-17) 

 

4. The Transfiguration 

Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 

transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and 

his clothes became white as light. And behold, Moses 

and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with him. Then 

Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Lord, it is good that we are 

here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for 

you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was 

still speaking, behold, a bright cloud cast a shadow over 

them, then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him.”  

(Matthew 17:1-5) 

 

5. The Institution of the Eucharist and the Priesthood 

When the hour came, he took his place at table with the 

apostles. He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer, for, I tell you, I 

shall not eat it again until there is fulfillment in the 

kingdom of God.” Then he took the bread, said the 

blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is 

my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory 

of me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which will be shed for you.  
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(Luke 22:14-16, 19-20) 

 

THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES  
(Tuesdays and Fridays; Sundays of Lent) 

 

1. The Agony in the Garden 

Then going out he went, as was his custom, to the Mount 

of Olives, and the disciples followed him. When he 

arrived at the place he said to them, “Pray that you may 

not undergo the test.” After withdrawing about a stone’s 

throw from them and kneeling, he prayed, saying, 

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me; 

still, not my will but yours be done.” And to strengthen 

him an angel from heaven appeared to him. He was in 

such agony and he prayed so fervently that his sweat 

became like drops of blood falling on the ground. When 

he rose from prayer and returned to his disciples, he 

found them sleeping from grief. He said to them, “Why 

are you sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not 

undergo the test.”  

(Luke 22:30-46) 

 

2. The Scourging at the Pillar 

Pilate answered, “Do you want me to release to you the 

king of the Jews?” For he knew that it was out of envy 

that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief 

priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas 

for them instead. Pilate again said to them in reply, 

“Then what do you want me to do with the man you call 

the king of the Jews?” They shouted again, “Crucify 

him.” Pilate said to them, “Why? What evil has he 

done?” They only shouted the louder, “Crucify him.” So 

Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to 

them and, after he had Jesus scourged, handed him over 

to be crucified.  

(Mark 15:9-13) 

 

3. The Crowning with Thorns 

The soldiers led him away inside the palace, that is, the 

praetorium, and assembled the whole cohort. They 
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clothed him in purple and, weaving a crown of thorns, 

placed it on him. They began to salute him with, “Hail, 

King of the Jews!” and kept striking his head with a reed 

and spitting upon him. They knelt before him in homage. 

And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the 

purple cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him 

out to crucify him.  

(Mark 15:16-20) 

 

4. The Carrying of the Cross 

Pilate brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s 

bench in the place called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, 

Gabbatha. It was preparation day for Passover, and it was 

about noon. And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your 

king!” They cried out, “Take him away, take him away! 

Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your 

king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 

Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be 

crucified. So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross 

himself he went out to what is called the Place of the 

Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha.  

(John 19:13-17) 

 

5. The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 

At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon. And at three o’clock Jesus cried out in a 

loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which is 

translated, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?” Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. The veil 

of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. 

When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he 

breathed his last he said, “Truly this man was the Son of 

God!”  

(Mark 15:33-34, 37-39) 

 

THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES  
(Wednesdays and Sundays) 

 

1. The Resurrection 
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After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was 

dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to 

see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 

approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His 

appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white 

as snow. The guards were shaken with fear of him and 

became like dead men. Then the angel said to the women 

in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know that you are seeking 

Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised 

just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 

raised from the dead, and he is going before you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.’”  

(Matthew 28:1-7) 

 

2. The Ascension 

Jesus said to them, “Go into the whole world and 

proclaim the gospel to every creature. Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe 

will be condemned. These signs will accompany those 

who believe: in my name they will drive out demons, 

they will speak new languages. They will pick up 

serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not 

harm them. They will lay hands on the sick, and they will 

recover.” So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, 

was taken up into heaven and took his seat at the right 

hand of God.  

(Mark 16:15-19) 

 

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Jesus answered, “Amen, amen, I say to you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 

and Spirit. What is born of flesh is flesh and what is born 

of spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I told you, ‘You 

must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it 

wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do 

not know where it comes from or where it goes; so it is 

with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  

(John 3:5-8) 
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4. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 

my spirit rejoices in God my savior. 

For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness; 

behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed. 

The Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 

(Luke 1:46-49) 

 

5. The Coronation of Mary, Queen of Heaven and 

Earth 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May 

it be done to me according to your word.”  

(Luke 1:38) 

 


