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SCRIPTURAL ROSARY:
READINGS FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

The following Scripture passages from the Gospel of John may be
read at the beginning of each decade of the Rosary to help with
meditating on the mysteries. The text is from the Revised New
American Bible, corresponding to the Lectionary of Mass.

JOYFUL MYSTERIES

1. The Annunciation — John 1:1-2

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God.

2. The Visitation — John 1:6-9

A man named John was sent from God. He came for
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to
the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

3. The Nativity — John 1:14

And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.

4. The Presentation — John 1:35-39

The next day John was there again with two of his
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard
what he said and followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw
them following him and said to them, “What are you
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He
said to them, “Come, and you will see.” So they went and
saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that
day. It was about four in the afternoon.
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5. The Discovery in the Temple — John 4:19-21, 23-26
The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a
prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; but
you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.”
Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, the hour is
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem. But the hour is coming, and
IS now here, when true worshipers will worship the
Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks
such people to worship him. God is Spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in Spirit and truth.” The
woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming,
the one called the Anointed; when he comes, he will tell
us everything.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is
speaking with you.”

LUMINOUS MYSTERIES

1. The Baptism in the Jordan — John 1:29-34

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is
coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he
existed before me.” I did not know him, but the reason
why | came baptizing with water was that he might be
made known to Israel.” John testified further, saying, “I
saw the Spirit come down like a dove from the sky and
remain upon him. I did not know him, but the one who
sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘On whomever
you see the Spirit come down and remain, he is the one
who will baptize with the holy Spirit.” Now | have seen
and testified that he is the Son of God.”

2. The Wedding at Cana — John 2:1, 3-5, 7-11

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana in Galilee,
and the mother of Jesus was there. When the wine ran
short, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no
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wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your
concern affect me? My hour has not yet come.” His
mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.”
Jesus told them, “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled
them to the brim. Then he told them, “Draw some out
now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it. And
when the headwaiter tasted the water that had become
wine, without knowing where it came from (although the
servers who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter
called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves
good wine first, and then when people have drunk freely,
an inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until
now.” Jesus did this as the beginning of his signs in Cana
in Galilee and so revealed his glory, and his disciples
began to believe in him.

3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God — John
3:16-19, 21

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but
might have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into
the world to condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him. Whoever believes in him will not
be condemned, but whoever does not believe has already
been condemned, because he has not believed in the
name of the only Son of God. And this is the verdict, that
the light came into the world, but people preferred
darkness to light, because their works were evil. But
whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his
works may be clearly seen as done in God.

4. The Transfiguration — John 5:31-34, 36-37

“If I testify on my own behalf, my testimony cannot be
verified. But there is another who testifies on my behalf,
and | know that the testimony he gives on my behalf is
true. You sent emissaries to John, and he testified to the
truth. 1 do not accept testimony from a human being, but
| say this so that you may be saved. But | have testimony
greater than John’s. The works that the Father gave me to
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accomplish, these works that | perform testify on my
behalf that the Father has sent me. Moreover, the Father
who sent me has testified on my behalf.

5. The Institution of the Priesthood and Eucharist —
John 13:2-5, 12-15

So, during supper, fully aware that the Father had put
everything into his power and that he had come from
God and was returning to God, he rose from supper and
took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it
around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the
towel around his waist. So when he had washed their feet
and put his garments back on and reclined at table again,
he said to them, “Do you realize what | have done for
you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,” and rightly so,
for indeed | am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher,
have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s
feet. | have given you a model to follow, so that as | have
done for you, you should also do.

SORROWFUL MYSTERIES

1. The Agony in the Garden — John 18:15-18, 25-27
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now
the other disciple was known to the high priest, and he
entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But
Peter stood at the gate outside. So the other disciple, the
acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the
gatekeeper and brought Peter in. Then the maid who was
the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You are not one of this
man’s disciples, are you?”” He said, “I am not.” Now the
slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal
fire that they had made, because it was cold, and were
warming themselves. Peter was also standing there
keeping warm. And they said to him, “You are not one of
his disciples, are you?”” He denied it and said, “I am not.”
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One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the one
whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the
garden with him?”” Again Peter denied it. And
immediately the cock crowed.

2. The Scourging at the Pillar — John 18:33-38, 19:1
Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned
Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have
others told you about me?” Pilate answered, “I am not a
Jew, am 1? Your own nation and the chief priests handed
you over to me. What have you done?”” Jesus answered,
“My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my
kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would
be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the
Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not here.” So Pilate
said to him, “Then you are a king?”’ Jesus answered,
“You say | am a king. For this | was born and for this |
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who
belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to
him, “What is truth?” Then Pilate took Jesus and had him
scourged

3. The Crowning with Thorns — John 19:2-5

And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it
on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they
came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”” And they
struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and
said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that
you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came
out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple cloak.
And he said to them, “Behold, the man!”

4. The Carrying of the Cross — John 19:14-17

Pilate said to the Jews, “Behold, your king!” They cried
out, “Take him away, take him away! Crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief
priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.” Then he
handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took
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Jesus, and carrying the cross himself he went out to what
Is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew, Golgotha.

5. The Crucifixion — John 19:18-19, 28-30

There they crucified him, and with him two others, one
on either side, with Jesus in the middle. Pilate also had an
inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus
the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.” After this, aware
that everything was now finished, in order that the
scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” There
was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a
sponge soaked in wine on a sprig of hyssop and put it up
to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It
is finished.” And bowing his head, he handed over the
spirit.

GLORIOUS MYSTERIES

1. The Resurrection — John 20:19-23

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to
them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so
I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. Whose
sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you
retain are retained.”

2. The Ascension — John 14:26-29

The Advocate, the holy Spirit that the Father will send in
my name—he will teach you everything and remind you
of all that I told you. Peace | leave with you; my peace |
give to you. Not as the world gives do | give it to you. Do
not let your hearts be troubled or afraid. You heard me
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tell you, ‘I am going away and I will come back to you.’
If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the
Father; for the Father is greater than 1. And now | have
told you this before it happens, so that when it happens
you may believe.

3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit —John 14:15-18, 21
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And
| will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of truth,
which the world cannot accept, because it neither sees
nor knows it. But you know it, because it remains with
you, and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; |
will come to you. Whoever has my commandments and
observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him
and reveal myself to him.”

4. The Assumption— John 17:3, 20-23

“Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the
only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.
| pray not only for them, but also for those who will
believe in me through their word, so that they may all be
one, as you, Father, are in me and | in you, that they also
may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent
me. And | have given them the glory you gave me, so
that they may be one, as we are one, | in them and you in
me, that they may be brought to perfection as one, that
the world may know that you sent me, and that you loved
them even as you loved me.”

5. The Coronation of Mary, Queen of Heaven and
Earth — John 19:26-27

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom
he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your
son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his
home.



