St. Clement Perpetual Eucharistic Shrine &g

1105 Boylston St., Boston, MA 02215 4
617-266-5999— stclementshrine.org

Staffed by the Oblates of the Virgin Mary omvusa.org

February 25,

2018 Second Sunday in Lent

Schedules

Masses

Mon-Fri 7A, 12:10P
Sun 11A, 8P

Sat 11A

Holy Days 7A,12:10P,7P

Perpetual Adoration

All day, every day.

After 9:00PM, a pass key

is required; email
AdorationBoston@gmail.com

Confessions
during Lent Wednesday
6:30-8:00P

Liturgy of the Hours
Mon-Fri 6:30A, 5P

Weekly Activities

Rosary, Front Room
Monday 6:30-6:45P

Young Adults, Upper Reom

Monday 7-8P
To be added to mailing list
semmab@gmail.com

Wednesday Nite Confession
6:30-8:00P

Music Ministry Upper Rm
Tuesday 7-9P

Legion of Mary Front Rm
Thursday 6P

Pure In Heart YA Group

Upper Rm Thursday 7P

To be added to mailing list,
info@pureinheartamerica.org

with the subject line SUBSCRIBE”

Volunteer:

St. Francis House,
39 Boylston St.
Serving Lunch

1st Saturday of Month
Please contact

Joey George

jgeorge@mit.edu

Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and on all Fridays in Lent
For all who have reached their 14th year Abstinence from meat is obligatory.

Confessions during Lent: Wednesday 6:30P—8:00P “The Lights Are On For You”
Love

You are Invited to come and experience Christ’s Healing & Saving

In lieu of Monday Night, on all Wednesdays in Lent from 6:30-8:00pm,
St. Clements is offering confessions, together with all the Catholic parishes
& chapels in the Boston. This outreach is an effort to make it as easy as
possible for every Catholic to come or to return to this great source of
God’s Mercy and healing Love.

Friday Night Stations of the Cross 7:00pm — 8:00pm

Each Friday we will offer an evening of reconciliation and prayer.
We hope that you will join us for one or for all Friday’s during Lent.

What happens at Mass? Why is it important
to gather for worship every week? Looking at
the Church’s liturgy can help each individual
enter more fully into communal prayer.

.The Upper Room Series
Wednesday " OOpm ‘

Wondering what to do this Lent?
Want to boost your "prayer, good works & self-denial" all in one swoop?
Commit to 1 Adoration Hour during the Weeks of Lent.
Email your name, phone number and the Lenten Hour you choose to:
AdorationBoston@gmail.com

FORMED pick of the Week: Love Sacrifice Trust rr. mike schmitz

Fr. Mike Schmitz sharcs important insights on the meaning of Christ’s Cross. He shows how
God’s rescue mission for us includes the need for each person to embrace his own cross in
order to reestablish trust in the Father and the understanding that love requires sacrifice. It
also includes a bonus segment on Stations of the Cross, which features reflections on the
Lord’s Passion and Death, accompanied by moving audio dramatizations from the Truth and
Life Audio Bible.

Listen to this talk for free at www.stclementshrine.formed.org

SAVE THE DATE: Oblate Gala MAY 5, 2018

cocktails, dinner, silent and live auctions.

5:30P.M.
PLAZA BALLROOM - SEAPORT HOTEL, BOSTON, MA
https://www.omvusa.org/donate/annual-gala/
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- - Monday 7A, 8A, 11A, 2P, 3P
-©AdorationBoston Tuesday 1P, 2P, 4P
These are the current "open" hours of Adoration where  Wednesday 4A

we need an adorer. Please let me know if you can Thgrfidday :II‘I} gé, 2P
cover one of these hours either temporarily or regularly. riday 'V,
AdorationBoston@gmail.com 33{:‘;3:3 iﬁ gﬁ ‘1“; 23 BA,10A

Spiritual Thought

It was buy-one-get-one-free Monday at Kohl's department store. That means you pay the

| highest “gouging” price for an item and you get a second for free. My mother was sitting in
- | her wheelchair holding a Froggy beanbag pillow. | explained to her that if we wait until

half -price Wednesday, we could get the pillow for a reduced price, but we would have to wait two-days.

| asked her, “So, what do you think, Mom?” She looked up at me and said, “I want two of them.”

As my mother’s illness progressed, she needed more support to hold up her body when she was in the
wheelchair so the nurses used the beanbag pillows. Every time | went to see Mom at the nursing home, |
would see her look up at me with a smile as she was surrounded by these two goofy pillows. At times, one
would be under her head and while the other supported her arm. Sometimes one frog would be propping up
her feet and another sustaining her lower back. The aids always used the frog pillows because they thought
they were cute.

When my mother died, my father took the pillows home. He had them in the living room, and when | came
over, he told me to take one of them. | brought it home and put it on the edge of my bed. Every time | went
to my room, | would see the Froggy pillow on the bed and flood of wonderful memories would fill my
mind.

One time, my mother had to take all of us kids grocery shopping. We ran around the supermarket gathering
all our favorite snack foods and hiding them in the shopping cart. One shopper noted all the youthful energy
and asked my mother, “How many do you have?” My mother said, “I have five boys and no girls.” She said
it in such a tone as if she was looking for sympathy. The woman responded, “You poor thing.” My mother
enjoyed that moment.

Another time she was boiling corn on the cob. She got busy with another matter, and eventually the water
evaporated in the pot. When we sat down, we discovered what happens when you cook corn without water.
My mother announced, “It looks like we are having popcorn on the cob.” We laughed. Another time, a dog
bit me. After the stitches, my mother gave me an orange lollypop for being “brave.” Since that day, orange
became my favorite flavor.

I got close to Mom over the years, and that goofy beanbag pillow was now a symbol of that friendship.

I mention this because we are now in Lent and forty-days is a kind of Froggy bean bag pillow. It is a
symbol of our friendship with God. When the Israelites were in the desert for forty years, they did not have
any water. They had no food, no protection, no shelter, no passports, nowhere to go. They needed God for
everything. During that time they became close to God. They learned to be His children. Forty-days is also
a time for us to get close to God. When | go fly fishing and catch a trout, | look at the beautiful colors along
the gills and say to God, “You did a great job with this one.” The other day I had to give a talk in
Connecticut. When | left the assembly that evening, there was a snow storm which made the drive a lot
more difficult. | got behind a well-lit trailer and followed it back to Boston. It made the drive easier and
safer. | thanked God for having my guardian angel get me home safely. God is in our lives. We just have to
see it. When we do appreciate God, we get close. Lent is that time.

In Mark’s Gospel, there is no long discussion about devils, temptation, or starvation. There is the mention
of forty-days. That is because he focuses in on why Jesus went into the desert in the first place: to get close
to the Father. It is now our turn.
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