St. Clement Perpetual Eucharistic Shrine
1105 Boylston St., Boston, MA 02215
617-266-5999— stclementshrine.org
Staffed by the Oblates of the Virgin Mary omvusa.org

February 4, 2018 Fifth Sunday Ordinary Time

Schedules

Masses

Mon-Fri 7A, 12:10P
Sun 11A, 8P

Sat 11A

Holy Days 7A,12:10P,7P

Perpetual Adoration

All day, every day.

After 9:00PM, a pass key

is required; email
AdorationBoston@gmail.com

Confessions
Mon 7:30P-8:30P
Before weekend Masses

Liturgy of the Hours
Mon-Fri 6:30A, 5P

Weekly Activities

Rosary, Front Room
Monday 6:30-6:45P

Young Adults, Upper Room
Monday 7-8P

To be added to mailing list
semmab@gmail.com

Monday Nite Confession
7:30-8:30P

Music Ministry Upper Rm
Tuesday 7-9P

Legion of Mary Front Rm

Thursday 6P

Pure In Heart YA Group

Upper Rm Thursday 7P

To be added to mailing list,
info@pureinheartamerica.org

with the subject line SUBSCRIBE"

Volunteer:

St. Francis House,
39 Boylston St.
Serving Lunch

1st Saturday of Month
Please contact

Joey George

jgeorge@mit.edu

_Wednesday 7: OOpm -

February 7™ Fasting and Feasting:

Penitential Seasons in the Year
Reflection on the Church’s ancient traditions of fasting, abstinence and celebration
can be a source of renewal in our practice of the faith today.

With great joy the, Oblates of the Virgin Mary
are pleased to announce the
Profession of Perpetual Vows
and the Ordination to the Diaconate
of Br. Paul Matthew Nguyen, OMV

February 9 and 10, 2018
Both ceremonies will be held at St. Clement Eucharistic Shrine
Receptions will follow both ceremonies.
Please reply on our website
to Carol McGinness (or use stclement@omvusa.org
or 617-266-5999 x130).

Mass of Perpetual Religious Profession Mass of Ordination to the Diaconate
Friday, February 9t at 7:00 p.m. Saturday, February 10t at 10:00 a.m.

For Grieving Parents Who
Have Lost a Child of Any
Age by Any Cause

Brown Bag Lunch Retreats
Losing a child is horrific. Your life changes dramatically, irrevocably forever. Focusing
on the spirituality of the grieving process can help. Bring a lunch; we provide

beverages. Attend one or both or all three retreats. Cost for Brown Bag Lunch
Retreats: Free Will Offering.

Wednesday, March 7th 12:15-1:15P
and Thursday, March 22nd 12:15-1:15P
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we need an adorer. Please let me know if you can Thursday 1A, 9A, 2P
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Spiritual Thought

I was in my sixth-grade gym class. It was floor hockey, boys against the girls. The teacher pulled me

| aside to ask if | would play on the girls’ side to balance the teams. | reluctantly said, “Yah, |

—l guess.” Sure enough, the guys made lots of comments on how | was a nice girl. | thought, “Oh no.
What good can come from this?” Why me? Why didn’t my teacher pick another guy? Does he hate me?” | should
mention that there was one other guy who played on the girl’'s team: my teacher and former goalie on his college
team. It was overtime; still no score. | told one of the girls to stand by the net. | got the puck and weaved my way
toward the net. | passed the puck to the girl who was standing in front of the net. She closed her eyes and took a
swipe at the puck and missed it. It bounced off of her foot and came back to me. | flipped it in the net, and we won
the game. Naturally, the teacher was really happy, all the girls loved me, and they gave me a hug. Best of all, |
crushed my foes, and | silenced the mockers. As | was basking in the glory—which does not happen too often— |
realized that my teacher set me up to be the hero. He knew the sixth-grade boys were not going to get the puck past
a semi-pro. He knew that | would be the only one capable of scoring a goal.

In the book of Deuteronomy, God tells the Israelites to heed His voice. Sometimes God asks us to do difficult things,
and we think, “Oh no, why is He asking me to do something so hard? What good can come from this? Does God hate
me?”

| was on my way back from Home Depot with my friend Barry on Route 93, and he said, “Take the next exit.” |
thought, “Get off the highway? | will hit red lights, and it is rush hour. | won’t get home for hours.” | pretended |
didn’t hear him. As we got close to the exit, my friend called out, “You’re going to miss it. Take this exit.” At the last
second, | turned off. Now, why did | take the exit and go against my better judgment? | listened to him because he
is an ambulance driver. No one knows the roads around Boston better than an ambulance driver. Sure enough, he
was right. We hit one light on the way back, and it was green. We were home in no time. | am glad | to listened to
him.

Remember when Jesus was talking to the crowd in John’s Gospel? The crowd whined, “This talk is too hard for us.
Why does God hate us?” They walked away. Jesus turned to his disciples and asked them if they would leave as well.
Peter said, “Where can we go? You have the words of everlasting life.” That is the short answer. Here is the longer
version.

Peter said, “Lord, remember when You told us to feed the crowd? We only had five loaves of bread and a few fish. |
did the math and concluded that there was not enough food for everyone. Yet, You were right.”

“Then there was the time when we went to Jairus’ home. We went to his daughter’s room, and You told the dead girl
to get up. Everyone laughed at You. You were right again.”

You came on the boat and told me to head for the deep for a catch. It was my opinion as a professional fisherman
that we were going to come up empty. | had been at it all night, and if you can’t catch fish at night when it is more
opportune, then you are not going to do much in daytime. | lowered the nets, and we nearly sank two boats with the
fish. You were right. You are always right. You have the words of everlasting life.”

Then there was the time when we were on the Sea of Galilee. You were asleep and there was a storm. The waves
were coming inside the boat. | felt we were going to drown. | woke You up and You said, “Why do you have so little
faith?” Again, You were right. You are always right.

We may have a thousand reasons not to listen to our Lord. But we should always remember that there is one reason
why we should. He is always right. You will never go wrong if you listen to Him. No matter how hard or difficult the
request, He is setting you up for the win.
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