January 4, 2015 – The Epiphany of the Lord
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Eucharistic Adoration
These are the current "open" hours of Adoration where we
need an adorer.
Please let me know if you can cover one of these hours either
temporarily or regularly. Rich McKinney 617.536-4141 or at
adorationboston.com

I walked into the room during a Patriots football game and my confrere was there barking
orders at the TV. He was making strong suggestions such as “Why are you running the ball,
let Brady throw the ball…your making too many mistakes, the penalties are costing you too
many yards. Move the chains if you want to win…three and out is not the path to
victory. Stop the blitz.” All his suggestions were very good but useless. Why is he expending so
much energy by yelling at the TV? What exactly is he doing? I know exactly what he is doing. He is
hoping. Hope means that the situation is completely out of your hands and there is nothing else you
can do but depend on someone else. We have all heard of the theological virtues: faith, hope, and
charity. We like charity because we enjoy loving and get a sense of satisfaction when we are
generous. We equally like to be faithful. But we have to remember it is not always about what we
do. Part of the success formula is to be completely dependent on God because sometimes things are
completely out of our hands.
My first assi
gnment was in New Jersey. One day the pastor said to me: “I have to go to New York, can you take
the two funerals in the morning and the wedding in the afternoon”? I said, “Sure, no problem.” I said
that because I really like my work as a priest. Needless to say the pastor really liked to have me
around for that reason. I was a hard and cheerful worker. When I was transferred to Boston, he was
not very happy. The day I left, I was in the van with the engine running. The pastor came over to me
and rolled down the window. This was the big goodbye. Five years of working together converge at
precisely at this moment. I wondered what he was going to say. This is what he said to me: “I hope
you don’t think you are going to Boston because you are going to do great things for God and the
church. You are not going to do great things for God. You are going to Boston because God wants to
do great things for you.” Then he turned around and left. I wasn’t expecting that.
I have been in Boston now for about twenty years and I think I have done a few good things. I’m
director of St. Clement Shrine, I’ve helped out at St. Cecilia Parish, taught in the seminary, and put in
many years as a hospital chaplain. One day of during these productive years I went to visit my
mother in the nursing home. I went to her room and she wasn’t there. I went to the nurses station
because sometimes she likes to hang out there, and I checked the sign-out sheet. Finally I went the
grand dining room. In the back there is a small partition. I looked behind this wall and there she was
in the wheelchair. She had her head down. They forgot about her and left her there. I went over to
her, put my hand on her shoulder and said, “mom.” She looked up and said, “Oh Peter, I am so glad
to see you. I then thought, maybe this is the reason God called me to be here in Boston. I got very
close to my mother before she died. That would have never happened if I was still in New
Jersey. God chose us not so we could possibly do great things for Him, but that God could do great
things for us.
Simeon spent his life hoping that God would bring salvation. Not only was his prayer answered and
his hope fulfilled, but what was completely and totally out of his hands (salvation) was now literally
in his hands: and he took the Child in his bent arms.
We love faith and charity because we can do great things, but don’t forget the third element for the
perfect spiritual life: hope.

Young Adults Activities
To be added to the Young Adult emails, contact stclementyoungadults@gmail.com
St. Francis House, 39 Boylston St.- first Saturday of each month. Please contact Joey George
jgeorge@alum.mit.edu
FriendshipWorks, Boston 617-482-1510 Assist elderly and/or adults with disabilities getting to doctors appointments

