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I Thirst!

One of the signi icant lessons we learned from the story of the Trans-
iguration of Christ in last week's Gospel was experiencing his glory 

before his desolating moments of passion and his eventual death. 
(Consolation before desolation. In retrospect, the experience might 
have comforted the apostles during the trial moments of their minis-
try). In the dif iculty of water, the Israelites threw caution to the 
wind and rebelled against God despite all the mighty works God did 
for them. But God tolerated them in his thirst for the well-being of  
their souls.

The discussion between Jesus 
and the Samaritan woman re-
vealed, among other things, 
his thirst for our freedom 
through our sincere repent-
ance and encounter with his 
mercy.

This encounter showed that 
he wants us to abandon any 
form of waywardness in our 
lives. A thorough re lection on 
life is necessary at the stage of our Lenten pilgrimage to discover 
ourselves more, especially our hidden faults and to present these to 
the Lord in prayer and confession.

Like the Samaritan woman, everybody has a past; however ugly it 
may have been, we must not be trapped in our wrong decisions. Je-
sus asks us to edit our ugly stories to get the best version of our-
selves through our sincere conversion.

It will be an excellent service from us in this remaining part of the 
Lent to satisfy the thirst of Jesus through our repentance; and he re-
quires our consent to quench his thirst for souls. He is knocking the 
door of our heart. 

SSchedulee 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 4:00PM, 
5:30 PM, (en español)

Sun. 8 AM, 9:15AM, 10:30AM, 11:45AM, 
1:15 PM (en español), 4:00PM, 5:30PM

Weekday Masses:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 4:45PM

Saturday 9:00AM, 12PM   

Confessions:  
Mon.—Fri. 11:15 -11:50AM, 12:45-4:15PM
Saturday 9:30 - 11:45 AM, 12:45-3:30PM

DevoƟons:  
Tuesday aŌer Mass: Our Lady

Wednesday aŌer Mass: St. Joseph
Thursday aŌer Mass: St. Jude

ExposiƟon of the Blessed Sacrament:  
Mon.—Fri. 8:30-11:50AM, 12:30-4:30PM; 

Sat. 9:30-11:30AM, 12:30-3:30PM; 
Sunday 2:30-3:30PM

GiŌ Shop Hours:  
Monday—Friday 10:00AM - 5:30PM*;  

Saturday 9:30AM - 6:30PM*; 
Sunday 8:45AM - 6:30PM*  

(*Closed during Masses)

 
Contactt Uss 

St. Francis Chapel
800 Boylston St., Boston MA 02199

617-437-7117
sƞrancis@omvusa.org

omvusa/st-francis-chapel.org

s rancischapelSFChapel

CHAPEL STAFF: 

Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV
Fr. Michael Warren, OMV

Sundays:
Fr. James Walther, OMV
Fr. Sean Morris, OMV

Pastoral Associate:
Isabelle Maria, CFP, CKA

Music: Steven Angelucci -   
Director,
Saul Garcia, Cesar Garcia, 
Stacey Ibe

Cleaning of Chapel 
Environment: Nubia Viasus

The Pope’s Prayer Intention 
for March:

We pray for those who have suffered 
harm from members of the Church; 
may they find within the Church her-
self a concrete response to their pain 
and suffering. 

Re lection by Fr. Isaac Abu, OMV

1 6

Cover Art: 
Christ and the Woman at the Well. Public Domain

mailto:rancis@omvusa.org


M  I  T  W  
 

Sunday, March 12 
 

8:00 AM Sharen Cannale 
9:15 AM Carmel—health 
10:30 AM Maria Bardales 
11:45 AM +Ricardo Balaga—anniv. 
1:15 PM +Benjamin Medina 
4:00 PM +John Nee 
5:30 PM Souls in Purgatory 
 
Monday, March 13 
 

8:00 AM +Rev. Fergus Healey, +Rev. Raul 
Zapata, +Sr. Lucia Angel 
12:05 PM John McGavin—health 
4:45 PM +Bernie Varrette 
  
Tuesday, March 14 
 

8:00 AM +Guillermo Tobon 
12:05 PM Holy Souls 
4:45 PM +Rose Aceto 
 
Wednesday, March 15 
 

8:00 AM Holy Souls in Purgatory 
12:05 PM +Margaret Lyons 
4:45 PM +Michael Meads—birth anniv. 
 
Thursday, March 16 
 

8:00 AM O’Dwyer Family 
12:05 PM Eileen Dallo 
4:45 PM 40 Days for Life, John, Rita, Sa-
rah 
  
Friday, March 17 
 

8:00 AM Maria Teresa 
12:05 PM +Fr. Jose Gomez 
4:45 PM +Harold “Butch” McKenna 
 
Saturday, March 18 
 

9:00 AM +Back Bay Post Of ice workers 
12:00 PM +Mary Quinn 
4:00 PM Mirjana Soldo 
5:30 PM +Yolanda Carreno 
 

My God, I offer you this holy sac-
ri ice to proclaim, honor and glo-
rify your in inite greatness, and 
in recognition of the supreme 
dominion which, as the irst 
principle and last end, you have 
above all created things. I give 
you this homage for all those 
who still do not know you or do 
not want to recognize you. 
 
I offer this too in thanksgiving 
for the bene its that I and all the 
world have received and will re-
ceive from your in inite good-
ness; in satisfaction for my sins 
and those of the whole world; to 
implore the graces that are nec-
essary for my eternal salvation 
and for all mankind. Oh, my God, 
I offer to you the merits of Jesus 
Christ; grant me at this Holy 
Mass a profound adoration of 
him. 
 
My God, my Creator, I implore 
you to grant me the grace of inal 
perseverance. I know by faith 
that I do not deserve it, nor can I 
deserve it, but your Divine Son 
deserves it for me with all his 
virtues and with all the wounds 
he shows you in his Most Holy 
Body, on behalf of  my wounded 
love. Amen. 

Prayer Before Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
by Ven. Bruno Lanteri 

2 5 5 

Will You Be 
There? 

 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR THE 10TH 
NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 

Join your Catholic brothers and sisters as we en-
counter the living Jesus Christ, experience profound 
renewal, and are sent out on mission for the life of 
the world.  https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/ 
 
 

EYES OPENED, Hearts on 
Fire 
At the National Eucharistic Congress, the Church will draw into a 
deeper intimacy with our Eucharistic Lord, allowing our eyes to be 
opened and our hearts to be set on fire with his love. 
 
The whole Congress will be an experience of prayer: a liturgical 
act offering the Catholic Church—those in attendance in Indianap-
olis as well as across the country—to the Father, through the Son, 
and in the Holy Spirit. This reconsecration will result in a massive 
outpouring of grace and renewed missionary sending as partici-
pants are moved to share the Eucharistic love of the Lord “for the 
life of the world” (John 6:51). 

https://www.eucharisticcongress.org/
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A Re lection on the Woman at the Well  
by Pope Benedict XVI 

 
The symbolism of water returns with great eloquence in 
the famous Gospel passage that recounts Jesus' meeting 
with the Samaritan woman in Sychar, by Jacob's well. 
We immediately perceive a link between the well, built 
by the great patriarch of Israel to guarantee his family 
water, and salvation history where God gives humanity 
water welling up to eternal life. If there is a physical 
thirst for water that is indispensable for life on this 
earth, there is also a spiritual thirst in man that God 
alone can satisfy. This is clearly visible in the dialogue 
between Jesus and the woman who came to Jacob's well 
to draw water. Everything begins with Jesus' request: "Give me a 
drink" (cf. Jn 4: 5-7). At irst sight it seems a simple request for a little 
water in the hot midday sun. In fact, with this question, addressed 
moreover to a Samaritan woman - there was bad blood between the 
Jews and the Samaritans - Jesus triggers in the woman to whom he is 
talking an inner process that kindles within her the desire for something 
more profound. St Augustine comments: "Although Jesus asked for a 
drink, his real thirst was for this woman's faith (In Io ev. Tract. XV, 
11: PL 35, 1514). In fact, at a certain point, it was the woman herself 
who asked Jesus for the water (cf. Jn 4: 15), thereby demonstrating that 
in every person there is an inherent need for God and for salvation that 
only God can satisfy. It is a thirst for the in inite which only the water 
that Jesus offers, the living water of the Spirit, can quench. In a little 
while, in the Preface we shall hear these words: Jesus "asked the woman 
of Samaria for water to drink, and had already prepared for her the gift 
of faith. In his thirst to receive her faith, he awakened in her heart the 
ire of your love".  

 
Dear brothers and sisters, in this dialogue between Jesus and the Samar-
itan woman we see outlined the spiritual itinerary that each one of us, 
that every Christian community, is ceaselessly called to rediscover and 
follow… As he did with the Samaritan woman, Jesus wishes to bring us 
to powerfully profess our faith in him so that we may then proclaim and 
witness to our brethren the joy of the encounter with him and the mar-
vels that his love works in our existence. Faith is born from the encoun-
ter with Jesus, recognized and accepted as the de initive Revealer and 
Saviour in whom God's Face is revealed. Once that the Lord has won the 
Samaritan woman's heart, her life is transformed and she runs without 
delay to take the Good News to her people (cf. Jn 4: 29).  

 

From the Music Department 


